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ascribe to earth-tremors, propagated from remote centres of 
disturbance. These movements were vertical oscillations of 
the magnets, which came on suddenly, and by which all the 
instruments were, in general, simultaneously affected. That 
they were not due to any sudden change in the direction or 
intensity of the magnetic force, is evident from the fact that they 
were in general unaccompanied by any changes in the mean 
position of the magnetometers, such as would result from a 
sudden magnetic disturbance. It appeared equally evident 
that they were not the result of any ordinary extraneous dis- 
turbing causes, such as currents of air ; for, besides that the 
instruments are well protected from such influences, they fre- 
quently occurred at times of perfect calm, and when there was 
no movement within the Observatory. Under these circum- 
stances it was difficult to avoid the conclusion that they were 
the effects of mechanical movements of the earth's crust itself, 
which were too slight to affect the senses directly. Under 
this supposition, Dr. Lloyd stated that he had given instruc- 
tions to his assistants to keep a record of these movements ; 
and that he was now in possession of a registry of them for the 
last two years, the times of which he hoped soon to compare 
with those of recorded earthquake-shocks, and thus to estab- 
lish or disprove the conjecture respecting their origin which 
he entertained. 



The Chairman read some extracts from a letter he had 
received from Dr. Lappenburg, and presented to the Aca- 
demy, on the part of Dr. Lappenburg, of Hamburg, the volume 
of the Encyclopaedia in which his Essay on Ireland is printed. 

DONATIONS. 

On some Roman Vestigia, recently found at Kirkley 
Shore, in Westmoreland. By Captain W. H. Smith, R. N., 
&c. Presented by the Author. 

Vestiyes of the Natural History of Creation. 5th Edition. 

Presented by Anonymous. 

Twenty-four Maps of the Geological Survey of Great 
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Britain. From No. 19 to 33, and from 35 to 43, inclusive. 
Presented by the Earl of Lincoln, Chief Commissioner of 
Woods, Works, and Land Revenues. 

Natural History of New York. In 10 vols. 4to, with a 
geological Map accompanying each set. Presented by the 
Legislature of New York. 

Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, held 
at Philadelphia for promoting useful Knowledge. Vol. IX. 
New Series. Part 2. Presented by the Society. 

Transactions of the historical and literary Committee of 
the American Philosophical Society. Vol. III. Parti. Pre- 
sented by the Society. 

Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society for 
January and April, May and August. Presented by the Society. 

A Cast in Plaster of the ancient Harp, called Brien 
Boru's Harp, in the Museum of Trinity College, Dublin. 
Presented by the Provost and Senior Fellows. 

Two heads of Fossil Elks, found at Castleknock. Pre- 
sented by Algernon Preston, Esq. 



March 16. (Stated Meeting.) 

Sir WILLIAM R. HAMILTON, LL.D., President, in 
the Chair. 
The following Report from the Council was read and re- 
ceived, and ordered to be entered in the Minutes : 

During the past year the twentieth volume of the Transactions of 
the Academy, containing Mr. Petrie's long expected paper on the 
Round Towers of Ireland, was published, and delivered to such members 
as were entitled to it. 

The great beauty of this volume, the laborious and extensive re- 
search which it displays, and the approbation with which it has been 
received by the public, will, it is hoped, prove ample compensation to the 
Academy for the delay that unavoidably took place in its publication. 

Although it contains only a portion of Mr. Petrie's essay, the 
Council have recommended, and the recommendation has been adopted 



